
OER
and

School Libraries

Linda Guthrie



Teacher Librarians

A teacher librarian holds recognised 

teaching qualifications and qualifications in 

librarianship, defined as eligibility for 

Associate membership for the Australian 

Library and Information Association [ALIA]

2https://www.alia.org.au/Web/Web/Careers/Becoming-An-Information-Professional/Teacher-Librarians.aspx



Collection Development
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o Ensures a wide range of physical and digital content in appropriate formats

o Inclusive of students with diverse learning, linguistic, cultural, social, religious, socioeconomic and 
developmental backgrounds

o Suitable for school context

o In compliance with legislative, administrative and organisational requirements

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/doc/selecting-and-using-resources-educational-purposes-guideline
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Selection criteria
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School Libraries

O Curated links on the school or Library Website

O OER materials available via the Library Management System (e.g AccessIt)
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O Ethical use of OER materials supported by Information Literacy Workshops and class 

support

O Well-designed ebooks incorporating embedded videos, quizzes



Towards success – trips and falls 
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o Difficulties in searching for appropriate texts – metadata 

o Quality assurance

o Suitability for school context – (reading and year level, 
engagement)

o Alignment with the Australian Curriculum

o Inclusivity (content and access)

o Capacity to create, re-purpose, and adapt OER

o Time, workload, job description

o Financial commitment



https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/recommendation-open-educational-resources-oer 7

What if?



Towards success

o Teacher professional development

o Opportunites for SCIS to actively seek out, 
catalogue and make available OER texts 
suitable for schools

o More cost effective for schools to keep textbooks 
up to date and relevant

o Creating Learning and Teaching Resources: A 
Copyright Guide for Departments of Education 
and Non-Government Administering Bodies –
Smart copying supports ethical use of 
information

o Collaborations between educators and librarians

o Collaborations between education institutions 
across primary school to secondary school to 
higher education (including libraries)
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Towards success

o Teachers are likely to prefer resources they 

create, or that they have collaborated in creating

o Students creating OER in preference to using 

websites and apps (such as book creator)

o Interactive elements (quizzes, games, video) 

encouraging active learning and participation

o Teachers and teacher librarians adapting OERs 

by adding, or adding to, locally available 

resources

o Adapting texts to the local context

o Capacity to format shift to facilitate accessibility

o Inclusivity (colors, subtitles, transcript)

o Opportunities for representation

https://edi.sa.edu.au/curriculum-resources-module/units-of-work/7-to-10-units/year-

10/rights-and-freedoms/HASS_History_yr10_unit2_RightsAndFreedoms.pdf



Towards success

o A national study: potential of OER texts in 

primary/secondary education

o Remove socioeconomic barriers to high quality resources

o Co-creating with students (primary, secondary and 

tertiary)

o Opportunities for representation

o Flexibility to remove content as needs change

o Development and strengthening of information and media 

literacy skills through co-creation of OERs

o The creation and co-creation of OERS suitable for primary 

and secondary school articulates alignment with relevant 

areas of the Australian Curriculum, including the General 

Capabilities

o Tertiary students link their work to the Australian 

Professional Standards for Teachers
10

https://www.aitsl.edu.au/docs/default-source/national-policy-framework/australian-

professional-standards-for-teachers.pdf
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Continuing the conversation

o Collaborate with experts – universities, schools, education 

sectors

o Libraries Research Group at Charles Sturt University

o School Library Associations
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phider@csu.edu.au


